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Big Ideas for Smaller Houses
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An affordable in-town house uses sustainable materials, water conservation,
and solar energy to improve quality of life

"ve always been interested in promating low-impact, envaron-
|'|I.-|,'|'|I:;1'||.'!.' COMECEAE l'||.||||:|i|1g in the Ulnited Seates, boe i ¥ work
as a building consultant overseas wasn't helping to charge the
setation at heme. D wanted to demonstrate that il don’thave
o make serious -e']'::ln;u to youlr li:I::.‘.I:.Ir: to b a r|:'-}u.1|:ui:|.1||: ciligen.
At abour the same time, my wife, Sakura, and | began assesing
our own housing needs. We lived in a large house (about 3400 sq. h)
cutside Part Townscnd, Wash., between the twa of us, we aften made
theee tiips daily back and forth to town, which took as woll 1o time
and fucl, Also, we are gerting older, and we wanted to be closcr 1o
activities anad services. We saw e potential of an in-town bot that had
boen on the market for a while and smappeed v ap.

Downsizing can be an economical path te fewer headaches

Murphy must have 2 law thar savs if you buald the space, you weill
buy more stuff to fill 1 wp, OF course, talk s cheap, and ac's casy
ta tell people w consume less. Actually doing so isn't that easy, We
had 1o think of downsizing this wayv: What's the smallest space we
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can lee in ancd wall be comforable? After :|||,n:-1:||1|-e". zail the woarld
in boats with interior spaces that could fit inside many suburban
kitchens, And Manharan apariment dwellers live comfortably i
!l:IEI.I” tF’iL'il'l'll:'.‘L'!l- |.|'|i|1. I'IJ.'-'L- !tl.l'_ =RITIC I|':l‘|.'|i|:|'|: rl.'::lﬂF-E s SOITIC .'||J5:l'|.|rl
I'I.'Il'l .Il'a II'IF TrHNITLES,

We whittled the new plan down v 1550 5q. fr. and imagined whar i
'I-'I'U'.I]IJ tﬂ. II]'“. Lis ]I"-'L' 'irl H III.IL'IH.' EIE!ITIJ.L L il 1'|1I-r||ut1.| || .I:!'.'.Iilrﬂl.' I.'EII'_H.IFJL
far our nocds? With a master suite and o Eues T rinemn upMJ.i s, %
well as a kirchen and a living/dining area down, we finally decided that
15350 s, fr. would be pleny,

Ader living lecre for the past two years, we've discovered thin oo
aome’s smaller size fosters more intimacy amd accesssbiliey, We don'
miss a thing, not even the extra space thar we don't have o clean.
Stepage is not an issue, cither, beease we jertisoned maost things we
wern't using. The anec=car basement garage holds the remnants
resubing from our indecision.

An adiacent P0-sq.-It. building houses studiofoffice space, which
helps teaccommodate the occasional party or visiting family. It has
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JUST THE ES5ENTIALS

It's ne secrat that a smaller howse uies
favwar matarials and bass anergy. T
economize, | pared down the plan to
the basic lving spaces: efficient kitchen,
cambined fiving and dining area, master
suite, and guest bedroom. The living
reoir and the kitchon face soauth and
apan onto the deck, which leads to an
adjacant studlofoffice.
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Second floar

Photos taken at lnftered positlons,

_¢ SPECS
- Bedrooms: 2 Completed: 2004
Bathrooma: 2% Location: Part Townsend,
‘Wash.

Slze: 1550 5. Fr, ples
F-2q.-ft. studio

Cost: $123 par wa, i, not
inciuding photovoltaic
systom and deck

Architect: Christapher
Safford Architects Inc,

Small, energy-efficlent,
and erargy-productive,
Combining responsibla
building and comfortable
design, tha house featunas
photovoltalcs and rain-
collecting cisterns. Pholo
far left taken at A on
flear plan.

Living alfreses. A deck
acutside the kitchan
axpands tha interdor on
sunnmy days and connecis
house and studio. A
bench and trallis at the
perimatar further defing
and personalize the
space. Center photo
taken a1 B an floar plan,

Several paths te
daylight. The upstairs-
bathreom lighting
scheme is sugmanted
by one window In the
shovwar area and a
reflective skylight tube
in the ceiling. & glass
black shower wall lends
a little privacy witheut
saerilicing oy natural
light. Fhate above taken
ot C on floar plan,
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